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answers that P^i is not touched by the Impurity (^la)
and is one, while the souls are many and are affected by
the ImpJHty Then another question arises, when God is
one and eternal, p^sa is also one (understood in a collective
sense for the three bonds) and eternal, what is the
superiority of Pati over Pasa ? U napati Sivam replies that
when pas(^ obstructs the intelligence of the souls, Pati
removes the obstruction and manifests knowledge. Pati is
changeless and formless; its form is bliss and is indispensi-
ble for the w^rld of souls as well as of objects.7 {Cetana
prapancob and acetcina prapancd), Pali is the final goal of
the right-minded and manifests itself in the smallest of the
small and is the biggest of the big 8 Here we are reminded
of the passage of the Katha upanisad which records,

anor aniyan mahato mahlyan, atmSsya
Jantor nihito guhayam:

tarn akratuh pasyati vTta-soko

dhatu prasad^n mahima-nam atmahah

S. Radhakrishnan gives the following translation :

'Smaller than the small, greater than the great, the
self is set in the heart of every creature. The unstriving
man beholds Him. freed from sorrow  Through tranquillity
of the mind and the senses (he sees) the greatness of the
self/ Pati is self-effuf-gent and "is named Sivam by men
of clear wisdom.

It is the notion of God as endowed with will that
contains the answer to the question how God who is
essentially transcendent, could yet be conceivably the Lord
that performs the cosmic function i.e. P^ti God considered
with reference to creatures with whcm. He is related
intimately (advaifa) is will (5^?) The essence of God not only
being but also will, so Ihdt numerically speaking. God is both
one and not one\ This is one of the important points about the
nature on Godhead introduced by Meykandar. It is because